
 
July 31, 2020 
 
Dear Amherst Families, 
 
Today’s update will provide you with details about the Amherst Central School District COVID-19 Reopening 
Safety Plan which was submitted to the state and has been posted on our Reopening webpage. Please read 
this message thoroughly as it contains important points about our Reopening Plan including registration 
information for families interested in the Full-Time Remote Instructional Model. 
 
Throughout the 2020-21 school year, we need to be able to move fluidly between three learning models - 
in-person, hybrid and remote - depending on regional health data. The Governor has said he will announce his 
decision on reopening schools sometime between Aug. 1-7. Once he makes a decision about whether or not 
schools can reopen, we will follow up with more information about how we will open and which model we will 
be implementing. We anticipate his announcement will allow some in-person instruction based on the metrics 
for our region. But if you don’t want that, families can opt-in to the Full-Time Remote Instructional Model by 
clicking on the registration link below. 
 
For any in-person or hybrid attendance, the Reopening Plan outlines comprehensive health and safety 
precautions that will be implemented including but not limited to daily health screenings, social 
distancing/barriers, cleaning and disinfection, mask coverings, and hygiene guidelines. Please review the plan 
for more information in these areas. 
 
We have developed three instructional models. The Reopening Plan includes specific information about each 
instructional model.  
 

Plan A: In-Person Instructional Model 
All PreK-12 students attend school for a full day, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Students 
follow a typical academic schedule with established precautions for maintaining health and safety. On 
Wednesdays students engage in remote instruction from home to prepare for the potential shift to 
remote instruction. In-person instruction still encourages social distancing and limitations on large group 
and social gatherings to allow for the prioritization of student and staff health and safety. ACSD will 
continue to monitor public health indicators and adjust strategies to mitigate community spread. 
 
Plan B: Hybrid Instructional Model 
The Hybrid Instructional Model will be used to reduce the student population by approximately 50% and 
allow for social distancing (i.e., 6 feet or barriers). Students are divided into two cohorts and attend 
school in person two days a week on an alternate day schedule. All students Prek-12 will learn 
remotely on Wednesdays. 
 
Plan C: Full-Time Remote Instructional Model 
In the event of a school or district closure, students will not attend school in the physical building. All 
teaching and learning will take place remotely through synchronous (live) and asynchronous 
(independent) instruction. 
 
Families have the opportunity to register for the Full-Time Remote Instructional Model instead of in 
person learning. By opting in to this plan, you will commit to remain in this instructional model for the 
first semester; ie. January 29. 2021. A registration link is available on the website. Registration will 
close by 4 p.m. on Aug. 7, 2020. 

 

https://www.amherstschools.org/domain/840
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sXTBWeAdpmzlKN87d653Os9DqoEK9XZ44h6SW4fatuk/edit#heading=h.5r405yrpxgh1
https://www.amherstschools.org/Page/8757


Transportation 
The Transportation survey remains open. Our intent is to capture the number of families eligible for busing that 
have already decided they will not use district transportation next year. If you’ve made your decision, please 
share that with us via the survey as it allows us to plan efficiently. If you have already completed the survey or 
if you have not made a decision on transportation, there is no need to reply to the survey.  
 
Protective face coverings 
Masks are going to be a reality for all students and staff in our buildings. Masks will be worn while riding on the 
school bus, during transitions in hallways and in common areas, entering and exiting the building, and in class 
during instruction. Mask breaks will be scheduled throughout the day and masks will not be required at lunch or 
snack time. Please begin to prepare your child to wear a mask by finding one that fits comfortably and practice 
having your child wear it.  
 
Questions can be sent to our Reopening Hotline, reopening@amherstschools.org. All emails will be read and 
reviewed but might not be responded to. Question topics will be used as the basis for a future Frequently 
Asked Question webpage. 
 
I would like to conclude with word of appreciation for the 100 plus member stakeholder group representing the 
community, board of education, students, parents, teachers and staff that has worked to develop our 
comprehensive Reopening Plan that meets and exceeds state Department of Health and NYSED health and 
safety guidelines. I commend their commitment to prioritizing the health and safety of all ACSD families 
throughout the planning process. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Anthony Panella, Superintendent 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFQ2Re-3g3-p7UB8wRtjOMRG9byuz9gkaDxsPtbgdf4so4RQ/viewform
mailto:reopening@amherstschools.org

